CLIMBING CORYDALIS, Corydalis claviculata (L.) DC.

270. Climbing Corydalis, Corydalis daviculata (L.) DC.
(X 4); a very delicate slender herbaceous annual climber;
leaves twice pinnate; leaflets borne on a slender common stalk
which ends in a branched tendril, narrowly elliptic, very thin,
narrowed to the base, rounded to a sharp point at the apex,
about \ in. long, finely lined with nerves parallel with the midrib
and margin; flowers (A, X 2) whitish, with a dark lilac hood,
few, borne on a slender common stalk opposite the leaves (leaf-
opposed), white or tinged with yellow; bracts (B, X 3) small,
broadly oblong or ovate; flower-stalks very short; petals 4 in
2 pairs, 1 of the outer petals with a short round spur at the base;

stamens (D, X 2) in 2 bundles, the middle anther 2-locular, the
side anthers 1-locular; ovary (E, X 4, F, X 7) with 2 ovules on
the placentas on the walls (parietal); style single; fruits few,
oblong, beaked, slightly constricted between the seeds, about
\ in. diam., black and shining, with a small crest at the point
of attachment (family Fumariaceae).

Widely distributed but rarely common, in hilly districts; rare
in Eire; flowers in summer, and easily recognised by the climbing
habit with tendrils, and the leaf-opposed common flower-stalk
(peduncle).

The stamens are at first shorter than the style, the stigma being
concealed in the dark lilac hood of the inner upper petal. Into
this hood the pollen is discharged and self-pollination may take
place.
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